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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 

To run a-mack and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear it mn a land of Ilectors, 

T hieves, super cargaes, sharpers, and divectors.—Porr. 


RETROSPECT OF THE PAST YEAR. 





CAUSES OF EXULTATION.— DRAWBACKS :-—~ AND 
BALANCE. 


The close of the year bears a singular contrast with its 
commencement; and at the difference it is impossible 
but that the Reformers should rejoice. Rejoice did we 
say? The word is inadequate to convey the appropriate 
idea. TriuMPH itself were short of expressing the proud 
situation, in which the Reformers must feel they are now 
placed. Let us look to the Christmas of last year, and 
endeavour, if we can, to find in the blank visages of our 
sapient rulers, the would-be giants of that gloomy hour! 
The sword had been drawn against reform and reason; 
and a civil war had been wantonly provoked by “ the 
guardians of our public, morals,” and the “ constituted 
conservators of the peace.” The blood of his subjects 
had been shed ; and the name of the prince prostituted 


‘in the approval of the bloodshed! The courts of law 


refused to hear the charges against the destroyers; and 
the wilful neglect of a coroner was a legitimate excuse 
for preventing the inquest from returning a verdict of 
wilful murder against those whom the ministers had 


thanked for the atrocious use of their sabres! Even this 
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had failed in producing the crisis in which it was hoped 
reform would have been finally extinguished in the }dood 
of the l the munisters h: slily, and pre- 

mature 


"4 " . . ? s* ’ nm “* - 
ge Laer, LO Silie OY 1e rislalive PwasuUures, 


y summoned tneir j ari iamentar va ie ‘pen ie ats to- 
What had defied 
- ay nek. and moched the sword, Then they were 
eay ‘to collect. what they cated thr representatives ot 
ens api .. to forge fresh Chains for ihe nation. and to 
rivet tie ol! ones faster. Full ef conidence that what- 
ever they proposed, would be received with acclamation, 
they summoned their followers to the field. and 
their opponents were eager to join them @ Yarnsé the 
people! Whigs and Yories, dependents and expectants, 
the eo and ine eae hoiders, met in harmo- 


nious econueerts VV bie noble Ine i) ail opted plebi: ne tory 
falselioods ’ TH on tory-anobility mvented fatsehoods for 
oe i onee all parties were acreed.—Thi 


victim, on whici ities had all fatlened, or /oped to fat- 
ten, was bursting the ehains which held him to the 
ground, 

: The limbs of the eis ALG pubtic were ci ss 

themselves in all their energy; and all agreed in the 
necessily of keep iben. dor rR. in the means “they 
pretended to diller ; 24 the universal ¢ horus was * Down 
WITH RADICAL REFORM !? ‘Fhe two divisions of fools 
and knaves were allied io their quarters. Pr iests p reached 


against, and judges Jen ounced, reform. Statesmen called 
it sedition; and lawyers swore it was treason! The 
Duke of Neweastle swore there were 100,000 men 7» 
arms*, onthe banks of the Tyne, and the Wear; the 
revolutionists in Lancashire were innumerable; and no 
time was to be lost in removing all these terrible symp- 
toms, by new acis of pur liament! ‘The acts were pro- 
duced, ‘hurried through ail their stages, and became laws 
—if laws can exist, destitute of justice, and opposed to 
reason. 








* A wag has endeavoured to help the noble duke out of this 
or palpabie lie,’ by an ingenious pun. He says male children who 
cannot wali: are men in arms; but the im lav i mation of the noble 
duke must then have irebled the aumber, 
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At the close of the present year, instead of summon- 
ing their obedient servants to resirain the people, they 
turn the House of Commons into the street, and the 
derided members hiss the Speaker as he steals from the 
chair amid the hoots and groans of the right honourable, 
and honourable members. Yet there is the samc, or 
greater necessity, for restraining lie people at the pre- 
sent period, as at the close of ast year, wi the Houses 
were so hastily collected together. The same tide of se- 
dition, with a more forcible current, if the Ministers are 
to be believed, deluges the country. ‘Phe ministerial 
prints ery oul avainst blasphemy as loudly as es did 
last year. The Joyal part of the community are as eager 
to offer their valueless proflers of support to the ‘Heties 
as they were twelve months azo!—and the peace able 
part of the community have been as sadly frightened by 
flags, and banners, and music, as Hulton, of Hulton, 
and the Manchester babies were in 1819. 

The fear of the Ministry to have recourse to’ their 
wsual means of oppressing the people, is a confession 
that acts of Py aurliament to CoeRcE the public mind, 
ARE NOW FOUND TO BE USELESS! Is not 
this a titivien worth all that it has cost us? Will 


not our incarcerated friends fecl this confession worth all 
their pains and sufferings? Will not the piliable plight 


of their enemies enliven the cells of Messrs. “Hunt, 
Johnson, Bamford, Knight, Lewis, and the rest of the 
ministerial captives, with the greater satisfaction, in the 
full assurance that ‘the system which has injured them, 
and almost destroyed their country, will soon be capable 
of no further mischief? It would move insensibility to 
laughter to sce the ministry fighting the battles of reform, 
after seizing and imprisoning “those on whoni the cause 
was accustomed to depend :--and in the wantonness, and 
iznorance of its rage, contributing to the dissemination 
of principles, which it, indeed, has cause enough to 
dread. 

The Miuisters were probsebly silly enough’ to believe 
their measures of last year would produce : some advan- 
lave to them :—and yet, they must have been ‘blockheads 
of less than ordinary c capacity’ to have eniertained such 
a supposition, They knew their outcries were as “* false 
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as hell!” to use the emphatic language of Lord Ellen- 
borough. They knew theércason, if any where, was inthe 
Cabinet ; and the sedition, if anywhere, was in the Houses 
of Parliament. They knew the laws then in existence 
were sufticient to have reached any offenders, out of their 
own pale ; and, therefore, they must have known new 
Jaws would be uscless, except to frighten children ; and 
they might have known, that the advocates of truth and 
freedom are not easily frightened. We took some pains 
to convince them, their laws could only be considered as 
scare-crows, or bug-bears, for the political nursery; and 
to instruct them they were not adapted to the present 
age. Yet they would not retract, though we are aware 
they were convinced they were legislating to no purpose. 
They told the Committee of Booksellers, they wanted to 
transport some half dozen individuals, or they could not 
answer for the government of the country! Well, they 
have transported, not only half-a-dozen, but some mil- 
dions, with laughter! and the loud cry of derision is 
bursting in every direction around them, except where 
it is varied, by the deeper tones of indignant execration! 
And will they now answer for the government of the 
country! Not a conviction has taken place, upon any of 


their new measures! Not an indictment has been pre- 
ferred against an individual, under their provisions! And 


yet the overwhelming progress of sedition is the general 
theme! Does not this exhibit the Attorney-General in 
the light of a child, with a rattle in his hand, walking 
round a corn-field, to frighten sparrows? If the birds 
will be frightened, they may; but if oa have courage 
to finish their meal, they may eat on in safety. The child 
has neither power nor intention to pursue them himself} 
and if the birds deride the rattle, what is that te 
him? He is only hired to make the noise! 

The six new acts were to restrain the licentiousness 
of the press. This licentiousness means its courage : 
its publication of unpleasant truths ; and its refusal to be 
bribed into the delusion of the people. For a man to 
write, with 2 sentence of transportation hanging over his 
pen, is no very agreeable circumstance ; and in a barba- 
rous age, and a slavish community, it would probably 
maake him very cautious, But in the metropolis of Bri- 
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tain, a writer feels that he has a security, in the public 
protection against despotic accusations ; and never has 
the press been more bold, than since the enactments of 
the late measures to restrain its dangerous audacity. 
This, we predicted, would be the case. We told them 
we would write just as we were accustomed to write— 
that we should not consider any new laws more binding 
than the old ones—that they had always been unaccustom- 
ed to punish the publication of their misdeeds, when they 
were unable to pack their friends to give them verdicts ; 
-—and that, not being able to inffict the minor punish- 
ment, they would fail in attempting to introduce a great- 
er penalty ;—and we told them, besides, that thousands 
thought, and would act, as we did. Ali this they were 
told ; and still they went on, as if anxious to prove them 
selves the ideots they were accused of being. 

Until the arrival of the Queen, they flattered them~ 
selves they had gained some ground. The reformers 
were sident, and the Courier said they were subdued. 
Radicalism was said to be entirely annihilated: and Mr. 
Canning talked of restored confidence, in the mi- 
nistry, and the renewed prosperity of the coun- 
try ; all of which ideas sprung up in his mind, from the 
assurance that 472s salary was secure for two or three 
quarters more. Alas! poor fellow! it is now gone! 
Canning has retired! His colleagues are too dad, even 
for this jester at the infirmity produced by cruelty !—even 
for this shameless Lisbon jobber!—even for this staunch 
advucate of church and state, who boasted that he had 
taken his ground against radical reform, and would never 
abandon it. The radicals have beaten him! He has 
shrunk from the continued combat: the radicals have 
saved a Queen, whom he was mean enough to desert, 
after having proclaimed her innocent! The artifice of 
shunning the contest, has not availed him. The defeat 
of his co:leagues, is his own disgrace: when he might 
hope their victory would have secured his advan- 
tage, though he had not courage to fight with them. 
The two strings to his bow are broken. They have been 
broken by the radical reformers ; who have saved a mag 


nanimous Queen from the attack of the pretended friends 
of the King. 
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The retirement of Mr. Canning, is a confession of the 
victory of the Reformers. He teels his colleagues are 
In s0 desperate ; a situation, that 2c dares not attempt to 


drag them out of the diler mma, and leaves them to their 
fate. Ie knows by eho they 


a 


have been ~—— red ; 
and he sees the ascendancy of Reform. The hest that lie 
proposed to head, while it could keep its greund, he sees 
weak in numbers, broken in spirit, and embarrassed in 
its councils :—and he finds it high time to retreat, lest he 
should be given up as the scape-goat of th ag folly. ile 
knows what the / life ~and-fortune men are! 
enough of them ; and, besides, he has read the history of 
his count ry: and j Is well convinced of the ne thinness of 
borough and corporation loyalty! Tie wouhdl not even 
go to Liverpool to beg a Loyal Address, for he knew it 
was worth nothing. He now retires to the Continent, 
to wail the issue of a business, of which his fertile wall 
interested imagination can forbode no eood: anc not 
being adirect party to the accusation of the Queen, he 
leaves his share of ‘the responsibility (the only thing he 
ever ave them) to lis colleagues, , 

The poor Chancellor trembles on the —— while 
our friends smile in prison; and it would bea safe wager, 
that there is not one amongst then, who is not happier 
than the Most Noble John Scott, alias Lord Eldon. “df 
Lmect you here cal says he to the Chancery bar, 

with all the affecting sens ibility of an old acquaintance 
on the eve of final separation, 6 J wil arrange matters 


differently.” By this time, it might be thou; ht he would 
have got matters into the best possib le Way ; but, per- 
haps, his feelings resemble thos: of Sterne’s traveller, 
when mourning ever the dead ass. .‘** Thou hast been a 
good master to him, Vl be sworn,” said the sentimental- 
ist. thought so, when he was alive, ” said the mourner , 
“ but now he 1s dead, I think otherwise. I fear my self 
and my sorrows hie been too much for him!”—So the 
Lord C hancellor, while safely seated in the plenitude of 
his power, mi: oht think his mode of manavement per- 
fectly correct ; but when the prospect of re tirement makes 
him ‘apprehend the presence of an intruder, © cluded 
from our Courts by the consent of all parties, he may 
Bewinn iv perecive thinys nyeht have been IA t bet- 


Le has seen 


THE BLACK DWARF. 903 


ier. We hope, bowever, he will not meet the beloved 
har of Chancery again. Not, that we ebject to his deci- 
sions there: but we think he is new sufficiently aged, 
and has an account sufficiently long to make up else- 
were : - that the sooner he or¢ ts his o own aflidavits ready, 
for present: lion to the Supreme Court, the better for 
himself. We would advise him most e arnestly not to 
feave this world tn a heaves ile has many matters 
about which some justiteztion may be requisite; and, 
above all, we would advise him te ascertain how far his 
potetical conscientious surtoué, which has been worn so 
jong, is in sufficient repair tor the longest journey he 
has ever taken. 

‘the vest of the ministry think se/exee their best mo- 
nifor; and if th ey had take 


‘op that tutor inte their service 
earlier » they 1 


have hac dess to revwet, Ht they Clb 
now escape napeachment, they will have more fortune 
than merit; and the nation less justice thar satisfaction. 
Their lou:d Cone of last year, shrinking agai * to childish 
treble, pipes and Whistles in their — >’ and though 
their creatures affect the Stentor, and bully in the *& hioh 
places,’ it is not the roar of a /howsand Jackals, clothe 
ihem as you will, that cam compensate for the want of 
powers in the sfev dion. And allour dions, and would- 


lions, are as sick as the lack of reyad food can make 
then: ! 


The gain of the reformers bas been indeed immense : 
-but the gain has not been unalloyed. Several of our 
foremost advocates hiave fidlen inte the hands of our inve- 
iterate enemies. Mr. Elunt is immured ya tlchester 
Bastille ; and subiccted to all the petty taunts of jaun- 
diced and vine live | ersonal animosily. FP 


Htie avorava~ 
ted extent of his a uaa sheWs, We dee more of the. 


fecling that exists egamst him, than its power to retain 
himin durance. ‘Poe diheratiazn of tie euptives, must 
. T . 7 . ‘ . 

foliow a chanee in the adniinistratiom; or 


r x” shame be 
the portion of that reformer, who suflers a following mi- 


nistry to have an hour uabeseiged with remonstran- 
ces and, the demand for exemplary | justice, upon those 


>> : j : : 1 . 
who have made the laws an encine of personal oppression. 


I! is not, however, the sentence of Mir. Hiuat, though if 
stands the raere Cols pie Hous, | 1: il iis - ihe. moni. shameful, 


OF sume half-dozen sentences, they are as much like 
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each other as half-pence, allowing for a little difference 
of humour ; for as to law, we see none in the case. This 
part of the law is left to the discretion of the Judges ; 
and we can only tell by their conduct what the law 
would have been, had it been left to their humanity ; and 
seeing what would have been its tender mercies, we 
ought most devoutly to thank heaven, and our good for- 
tune, that the Court of King’s Bench, is not the manu- 
factory of law, in any greater degree! or the ministers 
would be nearly omnipotent. We do not dispute the 
conscientious feelings of the four judges! God knows, 
we are such frail creatures, that our consciences are not 
always to be trusted. A man, says Sterne, may have a 
very good conscience, and it may be asleep when it is 
most wanted :—or it may be visiting a neighbour, or 
talking with a friend, or taking a solitary walk. A law- 
yers’ conscience is generally treated at home, like a step~ 
child ; and is therefore very glad to look abroad for con- 
solation. There is besides a mode of playing false with 
conscience, very much in use, in the legal profession, 
Suppose a judge, who dreaded to have an account with 
Belzebub, should startle at a sentence of three years im- 
prisonmené, When proposed by a learned brother! and 
should stickle hard for favo years and a half, and ob- 
tain that mitigation.—Instead of entering in his private 
ledger, as a matter of future account, that he had been a 
party to depriving a fellow-creature of his liberty for 
iwo years and a half, he would enter it as follows :—** To 
saving Mr. —— sic months imprisonment.” Conscience 
upon this, might chuckle a little, till the counter-state- 
ment appeared, When poor conscience might find that 
Eternal Justice would not have awarded one month out 
of the thirty which had been pronounced by the Court 
of King’s Bench. We have very high ray for 
saying that all these matters shall be fairly adjusted ? and 
then our incarcerated friends will have some Jittle ba- 
lance of satisfaction to receive! Notwithstanding they 
may have been most conscientiously injured. Sterne’s 
Sermons upon Conscience deserves reading among our 
judicial classes. It might give a few timely hints of the 
danger of trusting to conscience in all cases. 

The accession of the Queen to the cause of reform 
makes the halance preponderate greatly in our fayour, 
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nolwithstandiay the privations to which many are sub- 
jected, and to which more are on their way. The les- 
sons of freedom whieh the nation have imbibed from the 
discussions which have taken place, and more particularly 
from her Majesty’s ANSwers, which have become the 
most valuable portions of the local history, of every dis- 
trict in the country, can never be eradicated. The whole 
nation has been discussing the grand question, of the right 
to limit the power of the Sov ereign, Within the bounda- 
ries of the law. The whole people have been assembled 
together, to sit in judgment upon what their rulers ought 
to be ; and they have compelled the ministry to submit 
to their decision. The ex ample alone is of infinite value. 
The nation has discovered that when it chooses to raise 
lis voice, it must be obeyed; and having spoken in be- 

half of an injured woman, and an insulted Queen, it may 
also speak for itself. 

More acts of parliament against the press are now 
spoken of, should the ministry be able to meet the as- 
sembled parliament. Let them come. They have no 
terrors for us. While truth and honesty can protect us, 
We are safe; and when they cease to be a sufficient pro- 
tection, it is immaterial in what corner of a degraded 


land, we continue, or lose, an existence not worth the 
having. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS, 





The present number closes the fifth volume of the Black Dwarf ; 
which has now for four years endeavoured to stem the torrent o .f 
those corruptions against which the public voice is now so univer- 
sa'ly raised. It was not commenced with pro essions ; nor does 
the editor feel called upon to promise any thing in futuce. The ex- 
tensive patronage he has received, is a sufficient stimulus to fur- 
ther exertion, and continued perseverance. He has to acknow- 
ledge, with much pleasure, the assistance of several able corres- 
pondents ; whose fulure communications he earnestly entreats. The 
iadex and title-page will be ready io a few weeks, 


Vou. V. No, 26. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF, 
aL gE 
From the Black Disrarf in Landon to the Yelloy 
TERE wf ag Japan, 


INVITATION TO THE YELLOW BRONZE TO ENGLAND.— 


FOLLY OF THE ENGLISH BONSES—THEIR DRIVING 
THE PEOPLE FROM THE TEMPLES.—THEIR INVETE- 
RATE INFATUATION. 


Haste thee, baste thee to ineland. The bonzes here 
are about to leave oif business, and thou mayest establish 
thyself comfortably in some abandoned te mple. Leave 
Japan, [ beseech thee, to its fate; and instantly make 
thy appearance in this country. in good faith the bonzes 
are driving the people from the altars s, and compelling 
them to abandon their faith. For thy private informa 
tion, let me tell thee, they are allbmad ! And iS SUS- 
pected the great bonze of Cante rbury, who was so mad 
some time since, as to deneunce the nation as lunatics, 
has bitten there, with few exceptions, from the © lazy 
prelate, slumbering in his stall,’ to the poor curate, whe 
is starving upon thi ty pounds a year. ‘Thou art accus- 
tomed tu take care of thy flock, and art in earnest te 
make prosely tes, Unat thy te: maple mi ry becrowded. But 
the Chureh of England is most anxious at present to 
drive the worshippers of tie Deity from their altar ! The 


established church he: ; lone been on the wane. Number- 


less sectaries beard it in every village,and one is supposed 
to exceed it, evenin numbers. Under such circumstances, 
it ought to be ¢ autious ; bul priests are the shortest sighted 
statesmen im: winable. They never look beyond ihe pig. 
which is on the table, except to see what shall next be 
served up. They are a race of mere cormo ranis, who are 
satisfied while they can devour; and who never look te 
the weather, while hand is food before them. Hence the 
storm always takes them unprepared ; nor is it ever pos~ 
sible to awaken such sensualists from their lethargy, unti! 
it is too late. History and experience are alike lost on 
them. Their whole dependence is upon the people, and 
yet are they always arrayed against the people. Never 
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were the banners of despotism unfurled, but some ready 
bishop stood by, to consecrate them with his blessing ! 
Never was the question of the liberties of mankind agi- 
tated, but the priesthood voted for their annihilation ! 
Is not this aadness ? Should not the pretended ambas- 
sadors of heaven be wiser and honester than this? But 
the fact is, that they are most ef them but pretenders. 
They look to the squeezing of the grapes, rather than la- 
bouring in the vineyard; they are fonder of shearing 
than of tending the flock. Some little caution, however, 
for their own sakes, would be as well! But pride and 
indolence are bad prompters; and those who should have 
the most prudence, are often found without the slightest 
portion of it. 

It is the custom of this country to pray for the King 
and Queen, specifically, in the liturgy of the Church. It 
appears, however, that the present Ministers advise the 
Monarch that his Consort is so bad, that she must not 
be prayed for! Common charity would have drawn 
a contrary conclusion; but the Ministers have no 
charity for any but themselves. Hence the name of 
her Majesty was omitted in the liturgy :—and, though 
it was not commanded that the Queen should not be 
prayed for, it was expected the omission would be under- 
stood by that nice sense of perception, which every 
bonze possesses, of the wishes of his superiors. The 
great number of the bonzes, of course, followed the 
silent intimation, and omitted her Majesty’s name; 
but it so fell out, that some few who had not the fear of 
their earthly masters before their eyes, thought fit to 
pray for the Queen, until they received positive orders 
to the contrary. It is much questioned whether the 
bonzes are not, by law, bound to pray for the Queen 

Sonsort; but the law is not much regarded here, 
when it suits the law-makers to violate its enactments. 
Hence the Bonze of Salisbury, who is a dependent upon 
the public, to the amount of 14,420 per annum, with the 
disposal of 40 livings and 35 prebends, which are also 
zood livings for the comfort of his friends, is determined 
that no bonze in his district shall dare to offer up a prayer 
for the legal Queen of the realm; before whom, never- 
theless, he would bend as lowly as the Dutch bend at 
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Japan, were she in POssCssion of any thing Which might 


he worth a bh: mzes be Hag to obtain. The Rector of 
Newbury, thinking it his duty to pray for one charged 
with so many henious offences, ventured to please his 
parishioners by a prayer for Queen Caroline; but the 
Bonze of & alisbury ordered him to desist. When the 
Bill of Pains and Penalties was abandoned, the good 
rector thought he was surely then at liberty to intercede 
for her at the throne of universal mercy ; but the bonze, 
wisely remembering who was the head of Ais church, and 
what lord he was bound to se rve, issued his especial in- 
-terdict to the Rector of Newbury, and his assistant bonze, 
that they should conform to the printed ritual, under pain 
of being cited before the ecclesiastical court! which 
means, to be compelled to abandon selid pudding for 
mere empiy praise! The Reetor obey ed, and piously 
ejaculated only “ oh, Lord, save the King.” Buta blunt 
parishioner, in contempt of ecclesiastical censure, net 
being under the great bonze’s jurisdiction, though ¥ pro- 
lo add, ‘and not forget the Queen!” And, aryery 
at the conversion of the iemple of the tite re 
into a theatre for the exposition of the disp ites of 
man and his wife, the parishioner left the church, - 
was followed by some thirty others, who declare they 


will not visit the church any more, until its ministers 
are suflered to discharge their duties to both King and 


Queen. 

This is by no means a solitary insfance. Thousands 
have declined frequenting the temples on this account ; 
and indeed I see not how any Christians can submit to 
an attendance, wh tile party spirit diseraces the ritual: 
and the anger of a capricious mortal is mixed up with the 
dev otional exercises of the congregation. The clrurches 
were thin enough before ; but this mode will effectually 
drive away those who would wish to go as long as they 
possibly could, and leave the bonze and his deputy to 
recite the reformed ritual to themselves! — In some places, 
it is probable the bonze may be left a/one; for I have 
heard the parish clerks are in favour of the old practice 
of praying wad the good, because they deserve, and for 
the | bad, because they stand in reed of prayers. The 
zeviof one honest clerk, at Salton, near Kirby-moor- 


iia , 
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~ide, in Yorkshire, prompted Lim with a loud voice to 
eke out the bonzes prayer for the King, with—‘* God 
oless the Queen also! and confound all her dying 
»nemies !? The natural consequence was the dismissal 
of the ele rk, ina day or two afterwards, with the re- 
mark—** that it was no business of his, whether the 
‘}ueen were innocent, or guilty!” Tow ould advise the 
clerk to set up in business for himself. He has a better 
heart than his late employers; and that is the best quali- 
fication he can have for the office. 

Were I head ofa Church that | intended to be dura- 
ble, L would order the common beadles to “* whip me those 
fellows,” well, who should endanger its reputation with 
the people, hy any prostitution of “the sacred functions to 
ilie Views of personal ambition, or interest: and“ puta whip 

inevery honest hand, to lash the scoundrels naked through 
the world,” who dare approach the altars of the Eternal 
Sod, from any mercenary motive. Yet, my friend, while 
religion isa trade, and so profitable a trade as the ‘estab- 
Nie! hed professors find it here, there is no hope of divesting 
the bonze of the vices of ihe man ; or of finding them any 
thing else than clerical place- hunters, seeking promotion 
in biack, as others do in blue or red carments. The same 
ambition grasps at the stick of the “field marshal, as at 
the lawn sles ves, or the ermine. It is only for vehi they 
are worth, that stalls, and commissions, and judicial seats 
are sought after. The bonze sells his religion, as the 
soldier, uis sword, or the lawyer his tongue ; and those 
why cannot pay, mist expect the services of neither. 
Their pretence of serving their country, or their God is a 
verbal evasion. Phemselves are their own deilics ; and 
their country is comprised in their own estates. 

Seme discretion, however, is still requisite, even for 
their personal advantage. If they will not serve God, for 
his own sake, they need not bring religion into contempt 
by their conduct. If not honest, they might be discreet. 
If not religious, they might be silent. T 1ey might con- 
coal the cloven foot, if they could not remove it. The 
need not force the public to look at them too closely. 

Thousands do not know, that they enter their profession, 
with an oath thy it they are called thereunto by the Holy 
Ghost? which the thousands will not believe, when they 
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are told of it ; andl which many have said is commencing 
the most sacred profession, with an absolute perjury ! 
They should really take care that these things are not 
examined too closely ; and this can only be prevented by 
a modest retirement from the public eye; and, above all 
things, by taking care not to oppose the publi ic sense. 
They may rest assured, they are not compeient to sus- 
tain the conflict, which their temerity must produce. 
When they tray el out of their proper sphere, they . will 
find themselves only excrescencies on the surface of the 
body politic. All the good advice I have given them, 
and I have spared them much, has had no effect ; and i 
must leave them to their fate ; but I cannot leave the 
public in their guidance, if the public were disposed to 
be left in the care of such blind leaders ; so do thou has- 
ten over, and by thy example teach them what a bonze 
should be. Thou wilt have abundance of disciples I can 
promise thee, and if thy life correspond with thy pre- 
cepts, thou wilt be respected as much as the great idol ; 
for thou wilt here bea rarity indeed ! 

The stupidity of these churchmen is surprising. It is 
true that the King bestows mitres; but it is equally true 
that the people bestow crowns : and surely it is not for 


them to seek mitres by methods which endanger the giv- 
ersof mitres! I have received hundreds of epistles com- 


plaining of their gross folly ; ; and tosome I have inkind- 
ness applied ihe rod, in the wish, rather than the hope, 
that they will mend their manners. They pk: Ly such fan- 
tastic tricks, that one cannot hely smiling at them ; and 
then they are mortally offended. At Wi inchester, Tam 
informed, they converted the chupter-roon: of the ca~ 
thedral into barracks for the special constables they swore 
in to keep the peace, by getting tipsy, and endeavouring 
to break it. My correspondent notices the conduct of a 
reverend volunteer on that occasion, who he says is thie 
son of a barber, and was thought to have borrowed for 
the occasion one of his father’s wig-blocks, lest his own 
head should be endangered -—nol, it is added, that there 
were any brains to be dislodged, in the natural , any more 
than the wooden head-piece ; but for fear of a fracture, 
the head being valued, like old china, chiefly for its gro- 
tesque appearance. What he said, and did, J shall net 


THE BLACK DWARP OL} 


vecord, lest his ill-manners should get him some promo- 
fien, and tempt him to play the ——- again. 

Turn where 1 will, there is some mad bonze play- 
ing his silly pranks. ‘The dance of St. Vitus seems 
to have seized them ; and they are ali figuring ina royal 
veg!) LT met a whole posse of them the other day, @ cone 
to tell the monarch what they were ready to do for ‘him: 
and as they passed me, I saw a villainous cibe on every 
countenance, that seemed to exult in the certainty that 
the unmeaning flattery would be graciously received. 
Why, there was not one amengst the m, Who would nof 
have said as much to James the Second, the day before 
he abdicated his throne ;—nor one who would have given 
him acrust the day afterwards. ‘* No money, no bonze,” 
is atruer proverb than ‘ no money no Siwis.” Tf you 
have nothing to give, you will never find a bonze knock- 
ing at your “door. He does not ike losing his labour. 
Would vou fiud the road to preferment, foliow the first 
fat bonze you meet, and he will oe you in the path. 

At the head of the loyal detachment of St. Reliows: 
ilotborn, is the reverend Gilbert Beresford |! Some time 
aro it is said be most revere ntly endeavoured ‘to tax his 
parishioners two shillings and ninepence in the pound, 
for his spiretuad wi wats 5 and as the matter could not be 
drought about, he is in the right to brand all as disloyi ul, 
who refused to pay him money. - A refusal to pay him 
money was the strongest ev idence of bit fer lelity in the 
world. He offered to open the gates of Heaven to all 
his parishioners, for two shillings and ninepence in the 
pound, and they refused to pay so — a charge for 
turnpike ! This was e@ striking proof of the previ alence of 
infidelity ; - and an ocension, In whieh a feel ie man could 
not but lament. Ife forgot, however, that “though not 
so well paid as he could wish, he is still weacrtained by 
the parish! awl should not insult it. LT grant he has 
had some provocation; and the parishioners, having 
saved some money, may not mind a little abuse ; but the 
reverend gentleman should net provoke thei to reduce 
his allowance to a level with other parochial stipends. 
Besides, if there is so much d/espAency in the parish, the 
reverend Mr. Beresiord must have — ed his duiy— 
must have abandoned his post—and siilved the enemy 
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to steal unawares into his quarters. Should he reply he 
will do nothing without 2s. 9d. inthe pound, E must own 
that is an unanswerable argument :—so, club up your 
pence, gentlemen parishioners, and be as pros + your 
payments as the reverend Rector would have ye? Take 

rare lest he shut the gates of heaven in your faces, as he 
throws your se ition in your teeth! Ttw ‘ould be a shock- 
ing thing to be shut out by Adam! Let no tythe-objecting 
unbeliey er venture to hint that his reverence had better 
eect there, before he bargains for his interest ! 

The do yak part of the con munity, as the advocates of 
Divine right are called in derision, at the head of which 
are the chief bonzes, seem to have adopted the humane 
creed of a Bishop of the older time, whose principles are 
recorded by the Satirist :—- 

Gop cannot Jove, says Blunt, with tearless eyes, 

The wretch 1c stare es, and piously denies 

3u the good bishop, with a mecker air, 
Admits, and lenves, them. providences care! 

This method of laying the blame upon the Peity, while 
the rich man steals the roor man’s lamb, i is very fashion- 
able in the loyal a of the cominunily. The bonze takes 
iythes, and says God gives him them. Thee statesman 
depopuiates realms, ¢ ind tells the nations they are chas- 
lised by heaven! Come thou, and teach us beiter! Come 
and dey elope that happier system which knows no sordid 


personal advantage ; but wisely “exults in all the good of 
all mankind!” € ome, and shame these false teachers ! 
Shew us what is practical religion; and take away the 
shew of precepts which is only intended to deceive. Thou 
art a christian in thy practice. Come and shame these 
mischieyous theorists ; and afford the scattered people the 
banner of universal happiness. Teach us to be humane 
and forbearing. Teach us to be content with the satis- 
jaction of our wants: and, above all, teach us that — 


& 93 


‘ All mankind’s concern is Cruanity 
All must be false, that thwarts this one great end ; 
. \ . 4 33 
And all of God, that bless mankiad, or mend. 


Thy triend and well-wisher, 
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* My Masters of Misrulé! 2 have a crow to pluck with you.” 


Orb Pray. 
325. A people really oppressed to a great degrce by their 
on cannot well ‘be imsensible when the y are so oppressed. 
And such a people, if |} may allude te an ancient fable, have 
like the Hesperian fruit——a dragen fur their protector and 
guardian, nor would the -y have any reason to mourn, if some 
Hercules should appear to dispatch hin. Fora nation, thus 
abused, to rise Unanim ously and to resist their Prince, even to 
the dethroning him, isnot criminal, but a reasonable way of 
vindicating their libe ‘rlies aud just rights; itis making use of the 
nieans, and the o7 iy means, which ¢ sod has pul into their power, 
for mutual and self-de feriee,—and it would be lvghly criminal 
iu them not to make use of this means. It would be stupid 
tameness and uneccountable folly, for whole nations to sufler one 
unreasonable, ambitions, and eruel man, to wanton and rot in 
their misery : and in such a case, it would of the two be more 
rational to suppose, that they who did nod resist, rather than 
they who did, wouid receive to themselves damnation.—Dr. 
Jonathan Mayhew. 4 Discourse concerning unlimited Sub- 
mission, Ye. 1750. 


Pm eee 


326. If a poor widow, (the jabox of whose hands, and the 
produce of whose garden, are the only subsistence of herself 
and five or six children,) hath au apple-tree, she must give the 
tenth of her fruit; if she keeps a ben, she must give every tenth 
egg or every tenth chicken; and aif she hath a bee-hive, she 
niust yield a te nth of her wax and her hone 'y,—lo the parson 
of the parish ;—who, if he is not satisfied with her contribu- 
tions, will prosecute her in the Ecclesiastical Court, and make 
her dle ‘pose upon oath,—how many pippins grew upon her tree, 
how many chicks were hatched, how miany egus were addled, 
—-and what casualties hi ypened in the nianageme ntof her bee- 


hive. This was the complaiat of Chaucer's ploughmnas, Again f 
the fruit of his times ;— 
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fs it then unreasonable to complain of this tythe of the clergy, 
as the east wing that withers the fruit, the « caterpillar that de- 
stroys the harvest in the ear, the locust that preys upon the 
property of the rich, and eats up the bread of the pour ?—an 
harpy, that carries law suits in one claw and famine in another 
tuat devours what the public taxes spare, and Is more imexora- 
ble than an excise ?—Lord Hervey An Answer to tite Coun- 
try Parson’s Plea against the Quake rs Tythe Bell, 1730. 


——— ae 


327. Where, where is happiness to be found? Where is 
her dwelling-place ? Not where we seek her, and where we 
expect to find her. 1] Happiness is a modest recluse, who seldom 
shews her lovely face in the po! ite, or in the busy world. She 
is the sister and conipa yion of religious wisdom. Among the 
vanities and — which Solomon beheld under the sun, and 
which we daily behold, one is this—an access of temporal tor- 
tune s tothe detriment of the possessor: whence it appears, = 
such prosperity is a dangerous thing, and that few persons ha 
a head strong enough, and an heart good enough, to bear it. 
A sudden rise from a low station, as it sometimes shews to ad- 
vantage the virtuous and amiable qualities which could not 
exert themselves before; so it more fequently calis forth to 
view, and exposes to open heht, those spots of the soul, those 
base dispositions and hateful vices, which lay lurking in secret, 
cramped by penury, and veiled _ dissimulation. An honest 
and sensible man is pi wed tia mniddle station, m circumstances 
rather scanty than abounding: he haih all the necessaries, but 
none of the supertiuities of life ; and these necessaries he ae- 
quires by his prude ence, his studies, and his industry. Tf he 
secks to better his income, it is by such methods as hurt nei- 
ther his conscience nor fis constitution: he hath friends and ac- 
quaintances of his own rank : he receives good oihees from them, 
and be returns the same. As he hach his occupations, he hath 
his diversions also, and partakes of the simple, frugal, obvious, 
innocent, and cheerful amusements of life. By a sudden turn 
of things, he grows great, in the Church or in the State, now 
his fortune is made, and he says to himself, * The days of scar- 
‘city are past—the days of plenty are come, aud happiness is 
‘come along with them.’ Mistaken man! It is no such thing. 
He never more enjoys one happy day, compared with those 
which once shone upon him. He discards his old compani- 
ons, or treats them with coid, distant, aud proud civility ; 
friendship, free aud open conversation, rational enquiry, since- 
rity, contentment, and the plain and unadulterated pleasures of 
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life, are no more; they departed from hiin along with his po- 
verty: new comections, new prospects, new desires, and new 
cares take place, and engross so much of his time and of his 
thoughts, that he neither improves his heart nor his understand- 
ny : “he lives ambitious and restless, and he dies--rich.—Dr. 
John Jortin. <Adversaria, 1770. 


328, Affairs are now approaching to a crists ; discontents 
rise high; and it greatly concerns his Majesty’s interest, aud 
the peace of the comun auity, that those be given tip to the gene- 
ral resentment, who are the objects of the general resentment. 
One of the bravest ot our Kiags, Henry the Fourth, removed 
trom jis Court four of his servants at once, for no other reason, 
but that they were so unfortunate as not to be grateful to the 
people: and probably, the vices of these four favorites were 
concealed irom thie King, though visible to others. H, therefore, 
so great a monorch judged it pradent not to oppose the imicl- 
nations of his subjects, ina point of smaller consequence,-—1t 
will very ill become agy private man to think of coutending 
wit the people, bv obstructing justice on those who lie under 
the heavy weight of their accusation. ‘There is not a truer 
syinptom of a corrupted and depraved state, than to see per- 
gous continued in Ulie possession Of power, whose innocence Is 
generally suspected. it shews that guilt has many favourers 
anil protectors 5 than which there cannot be a more melaucholy 
prospect. Bat, on the other hand, it is a foolish and desperate 
thing o for stngle persons, —let their Interest be ever so great,—to 
think of facing so powerful an enemy as the whole people, by 
the strength and faction of their mere friet ids. An honest man 
and a good patrict would quit the stage of business and retire, 
rather than involve the j public in his troubles and misfortunes ; 
for we are to suffer for our country, not our country tor us 
Thomas Gordon. A Let ter - Great Man, concerning vn 
Rights of the People, Xe. 





* The spirited aud constitutional paper from which this extract 
ig made, was directed more immediately against the jobbers in the 
infamous South Sea scheme, their abettors, their courtly under- 
hand partners and protectors; but it is a lesson for all time, and is 
now most humbly recommended to the serious consideration of the 
official mudesty of the cay, aud tothe sterner sense of the people. 

N, 
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329. tis amuserable state of mind, and vet it 4s 
the case of Wangs, to have few tings to desire, and mais Clits 
to fear.—Francis Hecon, Lord +erulau. Collection e) Jch- 
tenes, LOO, 
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JOO. out b desive to kKHOW Of these patriots, how 
army hecessary tO our eth >pasleion POW, and 


COMMS aR 
hever since the 
couquest he fore? Did ever the pre vatling party in the wars of 
York and Lancaster, attempt to keep up a standing army to 
support themselves - WO. vi ey hh al more 


seiise than to saert- 
fice thetr own iiberty, and 


more honor than to enslave. theit 
country, the more easily to carry on their own faction. Were 
not the Spaniards, as powerful, as good soldiers, and as much 
our enemies, as the Freneh are now 2?) Was not Flanders as near 
us as France—~and the Popish interest m Queen Elizabeth’s 
time as strong as it Is now! And yet th: it most excellent Priu- 
cess never dreamt of a standing army, but thought her surest 
empire was to reign in the hearts ef her subreets, winel: ue fol- 
lowmg story sufficiently testifies. When the Dube of Alenson 
came over to England, and fer some time bad admired the 
riches of the city, the conduct of ber government, and the 
magnificence of ber court,—he asked her, amidst so mich 
splendor where were her guards ? Whichi question she resolved, 
afew days after, as she took him in her couch through the city; 
when, pointing to the people, who received her in crowds with 
repeated seceennine, *'Phese,’ said she, ‘my Lord, are my 
guards, These have their hands, their hearts, znd their purses, 
always ready at my command’ And these were guards in- 
deed, who defended her, through a long and Meee reign of 
forty four years, against all the machinations ot Rome, the power 
of Spain, a disputed tithe, and the perpetual conspiracies of hes 
own Popish subjects ;—a security the Roman Emperors could 
not boast of, with all them Prectorian bands an . their Eastern 
— Western armies.—Jokn Trenchard. cin argument sheu- 

ng that a standing parny is treonsioetcied wilh a free Zoverits 
oly Ne, [G07 ° 
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FRANKLIN, THE INCENDIARY. 

Mr. Cobbett objects, and with much reason, to the mdict- 
ment of this individual for Aigh treason! It will, he observes, 
be extending the law of treason to an extent, whieh was never 
thought of, except in the constructive treason of Lord Eldon, 
when he was searching after a better office, under the name of 
John Scott. To consider the publication of a placard as a 
treasonable act, would be to go farther even than John Scott 
ventured to go: and public writers will be placed in a very 
aukward dilemma, while public liberty may receive a stab, 
from its frie nas, deepe rthand has yet received from its enemies, 
In our indignation at the fiend, we did not sufficiently reflect 
upon the consequences; but we fully agree with Mr, Cobhett, 
that the offence can be no greater than sedition ; and that to 
coniend that it is, wall be to lay down a docirine that may be 
fatally emploved hereafter against the best friends of freedom. 
We regret that we have not roum for the argument employed 
by Mr. Cobbett; but our readers will easily perceive the extent 
to which the position might be carried. There t no doubt 
that Franklin is infinitely worse than the man who incited to 
insurrection in which he was prepared to jom. But the law 
must remain definite; and the act of Frankl must be 
tried by the same rules as the act of another man, 
Of the placards themselves, Mr. Cobbett says there is 
nothing to find fault with. Perhaps not. Perhaps: they de- 
tail withert much exaggerations, the existing stake ot society. 
Lord Sidmouth seems to thigh so: for he saw nothing in them 
to justify his interference. Perhaps he does not object to the 
remedy they propose. Bat, after all the purpose for which 
they were published was Inf fernal. The cheese with which a 
mouse-tray is baited, may be very good cheese, but the mouse 
pays dearly enough for tasting it. 





CLERKENWELL LOYAL ADDRESS. 

Sin—The inbabitants of Clerkenwel! have lately been sur- 
prised by the spectre of a Loyal Address, just after they had 
voted, almost un: mimously, an Address to the Queen, at a Meect- 
inz of the Inhabitants held, in pursuance of Notice, under the 
Constituted Authorities. ‘Phe said Loyal Address is evidently 
intended to counteract the effect of the Address to the Queen, 
and is accoidingly couched im all the slavish language of the 
day,—being a mere compilation from tle most approved speci- 
mens of courtly adulation and hypocrtical delusion now ia 
fashion, Es only distinguishing feature from the parent stock 
has procured for ita foster-father in the person of a Mr. Fod- 
fein, junior, Churehwarden: and there seems little reason to 
doubt the correctness of theaward, Lis said to be the baut- 
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ling of a Meetiug of Tuhabitant Flouseholders, held at a public- 
house inthe parish; and a printed copy is most industriousty 
handed about, to obtain signatures. The most diligent 1 inquiries 
as to the history and mystery of the getting up of this Loyal 
Address, have been bafiled ; such is the extreme sgeneralship by 
Which it has been conducted, that the name and additions of 
W.H. Bodkin, Esquire, Charchoniden and Chatrivan, are all 
that is likely to be ascertained, However, this is something ; 
because assure you that Mr. Bodkin is a very great man; and 
though a mere stripling in point of years, he isa very Daniel in 
judgment a ind discretion. ‘Phere is no knowing, as the sequel 
will indicate, whether he may not be sent from heaven “ to 
gave a Sinking State,” instead ‘of his present unworthy occup a- 
tion of vamping up er Addresses, in holes and corners, to 
support the system of wicked misrule and wastefe! profusion, 
of which on other occasions he has professed himself so anxious, 
und shown himseif so able, to counteract the effects. Do you 
know, Sir, that be is now in a course of experiments, i Our ex- 
tensive and populous Parish, to ascertain how far, by the eiforis 
of eur Guardian Board of the Poor! the influence of the Poor 
Laws may be avoided, and the parish thereby relieved from the 
burthen entailed upon it by the “clamerous wants” of the 
poor. The method, to be sure, is avery simple one; bat the 
merit of the invention, however, is no jess due to Mr. Bodkin, 
than the simple, but at the same time only means of making an 
ege stand on end, was due to the contrivance of the Immortal 
Columbus. "Phe plan consists, as Kir. Bodkin expresses it, m 
‘a nigid system of economy,” by which the poor are “ rweancad”’ 
from the sweet milk of our p arochial aid: aud, in truth, its ef- 
fects have already been guite magical :—By this process, and 
under this foster-father, no less than a Aundred and one of om 
pauper babes, from wiititese to adulfs of ali ages, have been 
“weaned” m one years; and this ts said to be doing the work 
in “a slow and almost imperceptible degree.” ‘The Lord knows 
what we may expect when the system comes into full play, seemg 
ats astonishing efiects even in its commencement ; and there- 
fore, I say, it is a secret that cannot be too generaily known and 
adopted. 1 am sorry, however, that [ain not suiliciently in the 
secret, to make you acquainted with the process, by which these 
“weaned” children are enabled to live, after they are turned 
out of the hands of our paris sh stepfathers: Mr. Bodkin has not 
yet developed this part of his p jes But if ts not only as it re- 
ecards the poor in the house, that this good bas been and ts bitng 
effected ; but it also extends to the “ floating mass of casual 
poor,” (Llove to euote Mir. Bodhin’s own words): which by 
this “rigid SV: praia and a most praises worthy deaf- 


wess to ts °° clam yy Waits, the said “foness ” has nine reo 
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a most marvellous diminution of bulk. It ts truce, there are 
some mal-contents in the parish, who insist that no iutelligible 
saving has been effected; but, on the contrary, that the expenses 
have been considerably increased ; in addition to all the odium 
incurred by the adoption of a system that seems to exclude 
every feeling of humanity, and in which the inhabitants at lar ge 
are deeply implicated, by suffering themselves to be the dupes 

of annual statements, drawn up in a flippant jargon, with no 
other view than to bewilder and mislead their understandings. 

Be this as it may, certain it is that the number of our poor 
is ina rapid state of consumption; and as Mr, Bodkin con- 
siders that experiments upon the Poor Laws “ should be made 
rather by parishes, than by legislative enactments,” and that the 
** progressive improvements,” which he alleges are apparent, in 
our parish, under the new system; he is therefore justified in 
concluding, that the desired object mav be accomplished 
“without any change of the laws tnemselves.” ‘To this, how- 
ever, it is objected again, that our guardian board, have no 
right to dispense with the poor laws; and that the provision 
made by them, is as much the right of the peor, as the property 
belonging to any member of the guardian board j is-his, by any, 
or all the “ laws in existence for its protection; and that Mr. 
Bodkin is as much mistaken in considering. himselt, or the 
guardian board, entitled to dispense with the laws, (as they at 
present stand) in favor of the poor; as he, or they would be, 
in cheating a wan oat of his lawful inheritance. And more 
especially, they object to those experiments at the present 
moment, when thousands of our fellow creatures are poor, | 
merely from the want of employment. he experiment itself, 
however, is of great importance; and Mr. Bodkin has of late, 
in order jt is supposed, to enlarge the sphere of his active bene- 
volence, become honorary secre tary to the beggar-catching and 
houseless destitute secieties; to the duties of which offices, he 
appears to have devoted himself, by the recent disposal of his 
business of an auctioneer. By the way, what is the latter 

society, with its great funds, doing at present? After all their 
« clamourous” profe ssions of sympathy, witli the suiierings of 
the pocr, they are now become mute as fishes. Are there no 
objects on which to exercise the duties of benevolence ? 
The next step in Mr. Bodkin’s career, it is expected will 
he, that of vestry-clerk ; for which it is said, he has set 
himself down to qualify. It is even asserted, that he al- 
ready enjoys the ken of his mental eye, heatific visions of 
wigs, and gowns, and seats at commissioners boards, and on 
magisterial benches; and in short, seeing the prodigious success 
that has hitherto attended all his efforts, it avould, be really 
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PURTHER MACHINATIONS OF THE MINISTERS, Avy 
THE DUTY OF THE PROPLE. 

ILis probable the year will close without its be: iz ascertained 
whether we are to be cursed any fur ther with the mote-rule of the 
present adinmtaisiraulion. They are now straiaing every official nerve 
to the uttermost, in order to ascertain and enerease their supporters 
in the House of Commons; andi they can calculate upon the 
taost: distant pro! maniety of success, they will attempt to make 
that assembiy degrade itself in as abject a manner as the aristocracy 
has been d& ‘rraded. Itis, the refore, still nece ssary that the pe ople 
should well t understand the baltle is not vet won, and that the he ld 
must not be abandoned, What tie nunistry dare do, depends entire ly 
on the people. Every thing can be carricd, iv assemblies where 
hessacre could be vindicated; aad ttmust be remembered, that even 
in spite of the public voice, the Bill ef Pains and Penalties would 
have found a majority in its favour, if the minister had dared to 
press tl toa iinal reading. ‘The a would have received the assent 
of the House ef Lords, had not the minister been driven from his 
determination by the public voice, avd by the public voice alone, 
The eloquence of all her Majesiy’s leeal, and aristocratical de- 
jenders, would not bave gained one pute ia her behalf. She was 
marked for the victim, and she would have been sacrificed, had 
not the people rushed before the mea and seared the tinpious 
begs from their prey. Lord Live: pool was frightened at the erists 
he had called forth] He saw the nation rising Mm its streagth, 
aud asserting its rights in the display of its power. ‘To have dared it 
further, in ivht have been to cb: lense its fearful evergies to action ; 
and the ministry trembled lest it should ; again exercise its discretion 
in the choice of tts rulers. They had hoped that only a few 
zealous individuals espoused the cause of insulted Majesty. The * 
trusted that the tndisereitoa of the supposed few, would soon 
betray them into their hands; and taeir incendiary, Pianktin, 
was cimployed to cast his net among the troubled waters. This 
nefarious plot detected ;—for which no honors, or rewards, bestowed 
on Mr. Pearsou, could? bean adequate reward, the ministers were 
paralysed ; and from that mowent the bill of pains and penalties 
received its death-blow! The conduct of Sir Robert Baker, in per- 
maittine the escape of Franklin, satisticd the waole country of bis 
7 ui ilt, “and the nature of his conneclion with the persecutors of 
her Majesty. The intended seizure of the Queca—her conveyance 
to the Tower—the seizure of all who had been parties to the pre- 
sentation of addresses, which the ministerial prints yet call trea- 
sonable—the alarm of the timid—the clamour of knaves, and the 
credulity of fools,—was all exposed to the public eye. To use a 
dramatic illustration, the curtain was drawo up during the re- 
hearsal, and the whole of the actors seen in dishabitle—the ] prompter 

was heard, the plot was prematurely exposed, and the piece finally 
damped before its performance. This is not left to conjeciure 
The employment of spies, the fabrication of plots, are defended hy 
the ministry, as necessary parts of their iifarsous scheme of 
eavernmenl ; and here the rudiments of Use plot, in full pre- 
cess were developed. ‘The Guy Fawkes was scized, with his dark 
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fanthorn in his handy and thouch Sir Robert Baker took care of 
his safety, by tiberating him without bail, his offence was only 
made the more manifest by the successful attempt to screen him 
from punishment. To this fortunate event, we owe more than can 
be easily imagined. As the most extensive of the ministerial plots, 
its execution must have been on a proportionate scale of terrife 
grandeur, The sword would have gleamed in our streets, and the 
cannon would hase thundered in our ears. Our dungeons would 
have been filled with captives. Solemn investigations, and special 
commissions, would have filled our public prints ; and Franklin bad, 
like Edwards, been the evidence against the victims of his infer- 
nal machinations. That this evil has been averted, is matter of 
high congratulation ; but not of final triumph. We have the 
friends and patrons of the spy-system still to deal with. We 
have the approvers of the Manchester Massacre to conteod with— 
the authors of the six infamous Bills against personal freedom, and 
the liberty of the press, are still in office. The persecutors of het 
Majesty are yet the Counsellors of the King, Eldon is Chancellor, 
Liverpool is Premier, aud Sidmouth and Castlereagh are at their 
posts. Let the people therefore remain at theirs. It is not de- 
feat that can alter such menas these. Their nature is unchang- 
ed; their disposition remains the same; and now their safely de- 
mands that they should persecute the Queen, and oppress the 
people. The laws which hold them responsible, they must vi- 
olate to avoid responsibility. The Queen they have insulted to 
preserve their places, they must continue to insult for the 
sime purpose. ‘The press, which exposes them, they must en- 
deavour to restrain. The individuals who have hitherto baffled 
them, they must endeavour to destroy. With the same dis- 
position, they have the same means. The corruptions of the system 
enable them to contro! the same host of dependents, and to influ- 
esce the same host of expectants. The Stuart Wortleys, the Hart 
Daviss, the Holme Sumners, fill the seats of the lower house; as 
the Lauderdales, the Exmouths, and the Donouhmores, crowded 
the benches of the upper: and the ministers know it is in their 
power tu pass any sentence of degradation, even in defiance of the 
rejection of the Green Bag. But any act to degrade the Queen 
requires the assent of a fourth party, besides that of the three es- 
tates, before it can produce any effect; and that assent it never 
ean receive. We will take up the doctrine of her Majesty's ene- 
mies, and say, that the state must ullimately- decide this question. 
But itis the state, and not the representatives, real or fallacious, 
of the state, which can decide. ‘The monarch in this case is a party 
concerned, His assent is of none but legal importance. His fiat 
toa bill for his wife’s degradation would satisfy none of its ue- 
cessity, or ils justice;—that of the two inouses would be of as 
little avail. The public mind is finally made up, and cannot be 
changed by acts of parliament. Te sTATE HAS ALREADY SPOKEN. 
What constitules a state? Tue psorie; from whom crowns are 
derived, and to whom rulers are responsible. ‘The governors are 
for the use of the governed. The representatives should speak 
ibe sentiments of those for whom their power ts a delegated trust. 
itis therefore the pvury of our rulers, to submit to the public 
voice==to adopt the unequivocal sentiments of the nation, and re- 
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instate the Queen in her fecal rights. This is their duty; but it ig 
a duty, which the ministers will not discharge. Even now are they 
meditating a renewal of their hitherto baffled attempts against her 
Majesty. Upon the proceedings with which themselves were obliged 
to sneak out of the House of Lords, it is believed thes will pro- 
pose to the House of Commons, to pass a vote of censure against 
her Majesty, which may justify her exclusion from court, and the 
refusal of her acknowledged rights :—This, it is said, is the-propo- 
sition with which they will meet the House of Commons; and rest 
their continuance in office, on its success. The baseness of this 
conduct does not lessen its probability. It agrees with the public 
character of the parties. It is part of their system, and is founded 
on their principle of action, that to keep in office is the sole busi. 
ness of a moderh statesman. This proposal will be met in the 
House of Commons, doubtless, by much resistance—but there 
is the Treasury majority, to overcome, if not to silence, its oppo- 
nents ;—and, if the people do not meet the ministers at the thres- 
hold of the House of Commons, as they met them at the threshold 
of the House of Lords the ministers will succeed, to the eternal 
disgrace, and perhaps the final ruin of the country! The last vic- 
tory belonged to the people—and the next battle must be fought 
by them. The ministers nust be taught that the people will not 
suffer her Majesty to be abated one iota of her public rights: 
People have decided that the Queen is inuocent, and most merito- 
rious. They bave pronounced, that she shall not be divorced. 
They have proclaimed her accusers are slanderers, and calumnia- 
tors. And they must declare that the Queen of England shall be 
ns inviolable as the King. To bestow crowns is their inherent 
right; and it is their duty to guard what they have bestowed. 
They have decreed the Queen is worthy of the crown she wears ; 
and itis theirs to tell the degraders of royalty they shall not tear 
asingle gem from her diadem. She must bea Queen ; and this 
determination on the part of the people must meet the ministry at 
every step, must encompass them in all their ways, and be about 
all their paths, All other topics are necessarily engrossed in, or 
rather combined with this: for the only question is, whether we 
are to be plagued with such an administration any longer. With 
the ministry must fall thetr system. Itean be taken up by no other 
fset of men, A change must ensue, whenever these mischievous 
ellows shall confer upon the nation the invaluable blessing of 
betaking themselves, totheir old friend, or whenever it may please 
them to depart. The Whigs had been now seated safely in office ; 
but that they know it would be useless to sit there without a 
change of system; and there are a few, a very few, persons to 
convince that a change is requisite. Itis true the Whigs would 
he, generally speaking, content with a very little changes and they 
would change as little as they could help; butif they begin, and 
begin they must, it is not for them, but for the people to say, 
when they shall pause. It has been difficult to obtain the com. 
mencement of a reform; but after it shall have commenced, the 
progress will be safe and easy. Every thing now resis with the 
conduct of the people. Let them Keep at their posts, and be but 
ag active as they have been for the last six months, and the com- 
mencement of the new vear will be as bright, ay that of the [ast was 
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lak and ominous, We then foretold the darkness was not impe- 
netrable ; but we confess, our hopes were not so sanguine as to 
oe the events which have, left the ministers in such a misera- 
> pight. We did venture to laugh at their six new acts, as 80 
a King Logs; dropped inte the water, to frighten fools; but 
we did not think they would entire: fy f ail of their effect, and become 
the laughing stock of the veriest simpletons! We knew their own 
measitres would rum them; but we did not expect they would 
rum them so soou. We were aware that their enemics would en- 
crease; but we did not hope they would beat the drum for thems 
fhemselves, in every corner of the empire! However, we feceive 
these unexpected blessings with all due gratitude , and ardently 
hope, that they may be the anthors of their punishment, as well 
as the harbingers of their own disgrace. 


re ee = SS 


STREN \GTH OF THE LOY AL FORCES. 

We have been earnestly enquiring atter the muinbers of those 
who have sigued the ultra-loyal addeesses; in order to ascertain 
how formidable they really are. We are enabled to report the 
followiag divisions, as actually enrolled. 

At the head-quarters in London, seven aldermen; and half a 
dozen Common Councilmen, which may be considered as the 
foval stuff! 

The Ward of Cheap, musters ninely, on paper; and could pro- 
banks briug the whole number, to attack a round of beef; buat for 
olher service, it is questioned whether four-fifths would not be 
absent without leave ! 

As respectability is a principal qualification in a loyalist, we have 
endeavoured tu select a few instances from their corps, as being the 
guardof honor, which may serve for examples of what loyal respec- 
tability ought to be. There is among then a Bauk Director, 
whose e x ploits against the ulterers of Sinus ged notes, give him the 
highest claims to ‘a re speclable degree of humanity. An eloquent 
attorney, Who is most convincing when he ts silen tt. OA dependant 
in a Manchester warehouse. A very modest man, who has lived 
long on the spol, and was never heard of before. A taylor, who 
will not be abused by the Courier for his circumstances, because he 
is loyal!) A beggar on horseback, but very respectable withal. A 
publican who did not go up with the address to the Queen, and 
therefore a respectable publican. The match-horse of the mints- 
terial alderman. A respeelable supporter-of the respectabie John 
Atkins, of blazing reputation. Another respectable publican. A 
little common-councilman. A taxgatherer. A Scotch pedlar, as 
respectabie as the grandfather of Lord Castlereagh. A very liberal 
man, who will employ nebody, but those w ho vote his way. A 
respecta thle major-domo 5 promoted like Bergami for his fidelity. 
A respectable hair-dresser. Something scarcely ever heard of be- 
fore ; and ils sex not ascertained. A- respectable gentleman who 
has learnt the doctrine of pasate obedience and non-resistance, 
from his wife! A butler to the East India Company. A gentle- 
maa whose respectability lies near Calne, in Wiltshire :—-a pact 
supposed to have been borrowed. A respectable waiter at the 
Riug’s Head. A sheriff'sofficer' An attorney! These two gentie- 
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men are rank and fic to each ot ner, and it is gi ipposed will be 
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placed under the command of the waiter. A common coun. 
cilman. A’ sheer fool. These two are also rank and file: 
but it would be useless to place them under any ecom- 
mand :—as the first will not do his duty, and the second has a 
natural excuse. A man who had been an inhabitant three days. 
An auctioneer, who may be wanted, to knock down the corps. A 
king's stationef, very respectable again. An old man, recently 
married to a young wife, and therefore competent to sign a Loyal 
Address. A very respectable skarp man. A bad finisher of wire- 
work. An eating-house keeper, a publican, and the ward clerk, 
We have also heard thal there isan undertaker in the company, 
who has contracted for the fnnerals of all that are killed in the 
cainpaign, at three shillings and sixpence per head: but in consi- 
deration of such a moderete price, he is to be allowed the same for 
all that are burnt in their beds, should John Atkins’s men set the 
Thames on fire. 

The numbers of Tower Ward, under the command of Sir Wil- 
liam Curtis, are about sixty; and, if the head-quarters were at 
the London Tavern, the muster about noon, and the tureens the 
object of attack, it is supposed the worthy Alderman would be ens 
abled to keep the ground at a fine charge, at least on the part of the | 
Jandlord. The corps has not been accustomed to any other ser- 
vice; and itissaid to be a private stipulation, that they shall only 
drink the King’s health; and eat to hisimmortal honor! 

The other city forces are scattered about in picquets of from 
half-a-doxen to twenty, in the various parishes who have privaie 
musters, in their secret haunts ; and, it is said, in one or two places, 
have been disturbed under the new acts, as suspected traitors, from 
the secresy they have deemed it necessary to observe. St. Andrews, 
Holborn, has a strong detachment, of sonie forty, on the list. Far- 
ringdon Without attempted to muster a corps; but not succeed- 
ing, they are on the picket-list, with Farringdon Within. A union 
of these bodies, is projected, which 1s expected to muster a hun- 
dred, in the list; and to swell the numbers, tt is privately whis- 
pered fo all the members, that they will never be wanted for any 
thing beyond the signature of their names. 

The country divisions, are yet only skeletons. The parsons, tax- 
gatherers, excisemen, commissioners, magistrates, &c. have elested 
themse/ves as the officers; and there are several regiments com- 
plete, in this way; but the rceruits come in very slowly. 

The Gloucester troop of loyalists, is amazingly formidable, hav- 
ing no less than fourteen parsons for Chaplains! and a bishop 
amongst them! Its medical staff, contains three surgeons ! anda 
physician ! ! It has besides nine veteran officers, viz. two Majors 
of something ; a captain and two lieutenants in the royal navy, we 
presume to take charge ef the artillery of which they have also a 
captain: there is besides a Captain in the Bengal, and another in 
the Madras army: and a Lieutenant of something, probably be- 
longing to the Majors before mentioned. There are twelve gen- 
tlemen ! whose stations are not mentioned. ‘To shew its warlike 
disposition there are eleven lawyers! There are also three people 
who have residences affixed, whom we take to be esquires! There 
is one banker to take care of the military chest, when it is filled ; 
and two or three inn-keepers, upon whom the division may be 
hilletted ' two iron-merchants, who will seil them iron for sw ords 5 
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an architect to build the barracks; a wool stapler, who ean find 
mattresses; a cheeselactor; and a warchouseman, who can ware- 
house the cheeses a soapy manufacturer, whose commodity may 
be much wanted, whe i the corps is called into service ;—~several 
grocers, as the regiment isto be very fond of teas; a inason, two 
carpenters, and three timber-merchants; witha buiuders; an up- 
holsterer; a barrister at law 4 a druggist, u merchants a curpiers 
a cora-factor; one butcher, three booksellers; and several pin- 
makers; who are to be sergeants and corporals ;—in all about 120, 
but not a soldier, nor any body likely to make one amongst them, 
except one porter? who forms the nucl-us for the rank and file, 
who are to be raised, when the sky shall rain boobies! 

At Manchester, under the command of Field Marshal Brierly, 
to whom the officers, clerical and /aymen, of the field of Peterloo 
have modestly given plage, it isexpected that about 200, officers, 
and non-commissioned officers, with onc meagre truinpeter, may 
be raised : and it is in contemplation to manufacture an army of 
iron yeomanry, to be worked by steam. 

Upon the whole, it is conjectured, that in the three kingdoms, 
and in the principality of Wales, a full staff of field officers may 
be calculated upon, with the officers for about a thousand regi- 
ments of foot and horse: so that there will onty be the sotprers 


wanting; and they will be found in the columns of the Courier 
aud Morning Post. 





os - 


DISMISSAL OF MINISTERS. 


The following energetic remonstrance with the House of 
Commons ayainst the present ncdministration, from the town of 
Nottingham, which has been signed already by seven thousand 
people, is to be presented by Mr. Denman, on the meeting of 
Parliament. We hope that gentleman will aiso feel it his duty 
not merely to present such a petition, but that he will enforce 
the necessity of an attention to its statements upon that assem- 
bly. Its charges are by no meaus of a description to be over. 
looked; and if an honest man were seated upon the ministerial 
benches, he would be anxious that such statements should be 
enquired into, that the objects of reproach might be acquitted, 
if anocent, and receive the punishment due to such guilt, if 
the guilt were proved. Would any man in private life sit down 
under a public accusation of an enormous crime, without meet- 
ing the charge? How then can the conscientious supporters 
of the administration fee! justified in the countenance of men. 
whom the accusation of millions denounces as the worst ene- 
mies of the State—as the violators of public liberty—as the 
despisers and violators of the law, and the mischievous agents 
of a system which threatens to involve all in one commen ruin? 
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It is useless to say the Ministers are men of honour and ‘puta- 

tion. Phe evidence would be rejected by the people, even if 

Parson Cunningham, of Harrow, and Parson Melville Horne, 

of Salford, were to appear as witnesses in their favour. An 

impeachment of the Ministry is abs er essential to the eha- 

racter of the House of Commons, if it wish to retain any por- 

tion of respect for the talent, an d spirit Of its individual mem- 

bers. Sir Francis Burdett objecte Ad to beivy person lly direct- 
ed, with Mr. Hobhouse, to prepare articles of Impe ‘achinent ; ° 

hut recommended the people to demand au upe achment. 

Notughen has followed the recommendation ; aud the ery is 
reverberated throughout the empire. If they escape, there is 
a final end to all plea of Miutsterial responsibility ; and that 
supposed guarantee ef our liberties is lost for ever, No mal- 
adviser of his Sovercicn, in future, need fear the vengeance of 
the law. It will be only to creep up the back stairs to oflice, 
and when there, to despise all law, to outrage all reason, to 
laugh at retribution, and set the British people at defiance. In 
such a shameful manner will perish the liberties of Britain, if 
the present Miuistry escape from public justice. 


“ THE PETITION 


“ Of the Inhabitants of Nottingham and its Vicinity to the 
Commons in Par Rament assembled, Se. 
‘ HoMBLY SnHeEwern, 

“'Pirar we the Inhabitants of this once flourishing 
town and its Vicinity, feeling as men intitled to the sympathies of 
your Honourable House, most iumbly presuine to call your 
attention to that mass of misery and persecution which has 
made such dreadtul inroads upon the Constitution of our Coun- 
try, and which must lnevit tably ingulph and destrgy the most 
sacred interests of Suciety, unless the Legislature awakes from 
that fatal lethargy, that fatal security, which is too apt to be- 
tray good men into error. ‘This is not the time to address your 
Honourable fiouse in the language of adulation, but in the kaun- 
guage of unequivocal sincerity ; iu the language of Evelishmen! 
and wetrust that this appeal, made mm the stucerity oF our hearts, 
may sink deep, and make a Jasting lnpression ou your Houour- 
able House; and cause those patriotic principies to spring up, 
that may save this land from the horrors of anarchy, contusion 
and blood! We implore you zs kindred meu, as you regard 

your own well being, co: afort, and security vot to be iess mindful 
of the well being comfort aud security of the people! We 
pray you to act in patriotic unison, with the united voice of the 
Whele nalion, aud remove, fer ever, irom the land thiose horri- 
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ble evils, which have caused us to mourn for a series of years. 
Our kindred blood has been shed in profusion in war; our 
wealth, and the fruits of our industry, have been torn from 
us by a venal and unfeeling administration; who have mocked 
our sufferings, and degraded us, as a people, among the nations 
of the earth. 

“England, once the glory and admiration of the world, has 
now enue: most contemptible for intrigue, cruelty, and op- 
pression! Nations once friendly, now despise us; because the 
power usurped, is incompatible with the interests of the great 
family of mankind ; and must continue so to do, so Jong as we 
are guided or governed by a wrong system of polity, and die 
vided among ourselves, The motto of his Majesty’s Ministers 
is, ‘ Divide and Conquer!’ but we trust and pray, your Honour- 
able House will unite nd save the country from that venal 
power, which has shaken society aud the throne to their bases! 
nay, the country now tremb, les on the precipice’s dire brink! 
and to avert final ruin, we implore your Honourable House 
forthwith to exhibit Articles of IMPEACHMENT against the 
whole of his Majesty’s Ministers, whose base deeds ‘have rent 
asunder the best and most sacred bonds of society, and mun- 
dated this country with every evil and atkiction; but more 
particularly, for their base and traitor like conduct to our be- 
loved, innocent, and much- yjured Queen; against whose life, 
honour and innocence, they have so daringly, and wickedly, 
conspired! Conduct, which is at once, truly disgraceful to Bri- 
ush feeling, and to British honour, 

“Wepray your Honourable House, as the guardians of liberty 


and moral rectitude, not to compound with tik cane de- 
Jinquents ¢ Ministers who set at nought the most sacred ties of 


our nature ; who ere destroyers of national liberty ; consumers 
of national industry ; and who consign to the loathsome cell, 
the best Patriots of the land, because they, hke ourselves, 
have dared to complain of the fell deeds of Tyranny, Wrong, 
and Oppression ! ' ‘We most humbly presume to ask your Haw 
House, if such daring and wicked proceedings against our 
birthright ave just © If not, we humbly pray your Honourable 
House. to set the C ‘aptives free. This would be liberal, just, 
and characteristic of the nation in which we live. We lament 
to say, that when the People have raised up the voice of com. 
plaint and woe, they have been treated as ‘Traitors, stigmatized 
as Demagogues, consigned to death—to ignominious death on 
the scaffold! When the people sorrowed for food, and the 
necessaries of lite, they were presented with Corn Laws, the 
Sword, and the Bay onet, and truly disgraceful Acts of Parlia- 
ment, restricting the Liberties of the People! These have been 








928 THE BLACK DWARP. 


the answers of lis Majesty’s Muisters to patient and long- 
suffering Englishmen. 

‘With sorrow we cal! to the recollection of your Flonourable 
House, the fatal earnave of the never-to-be-dorgoiten 16th of 
August, 18iy:—that day of blood has yet to be  seneusiel for 
tu God and our country. Such wanton cruelty cails for, and 
the People demand, retributive justice! and we trust: your 
Honourable House will institute such proceedings as may bring 
the guilty to immediate and CONDIGN PUNISHMENT. The 
People of Manchester, on that tatal day, violated no written 
law, gave no insult, did no wrong, committed no murder! 
They “assembled in peaceful deliberation to address your Ho- 
nourable House, to state their unheard-of miseries, and have 
them redressed, by constitutional means ; then, why were they 
butchered, maimed, and ill-treated, bya ‘ferocious Yeomanry ? 
who, for their deedsof murder and blood, were thanked by the 
Ministers of the Prince Regentof the United Kingdom. We firmly 
believe, that the Ministers, knowingly and willingly, deceived the 
Prince on that occasion, and betrayed the People! We there- 
fore most humbly beseech your Honourable House, to institute 
inquiries and proceedings forthwith, by IMPEACHMENT, and 
bring to condign punishment, those Ministers who have sacri- 
ficed the lives and liberties of our fellow-citizens ; and save our 
country from the impending storm which now obscures the po- 
litical horizon, striking with awe the stoutest and most virtuous 
men of our devoted country ! ! 

““We therefore pray your Honourable House not to delay the 


great work !—the people look up to vou te dispense equal im- 
pee tu the “uthed delinquent, ae te the poorest man 


in society !! ‘— And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c.” 





dl 


MEETING OF THE FRIENDS OF REFORM, 





Mr. Cobbett has issued the following proposal for the dining 
together of the Reformers, at an early day. The object of this 
meeting is suthciently important ; and we cannot do better than 
ny it before our readers, in the language of its author. 


“To THE REFORMERS. 
‘« Countrymen and Friends, 

‘ The time seems to be arrived for us to make to the 
nation an explicit, a solemn, aud a formal Declaration of our 
views and intentions. It is impossible for any man in his 
senses to believe, that tle present state of things can last long. 
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Indeed the very supporters of corruption avow, that a great 
change of some description must speedily take place. But, 
while all agree, that there must be a change, very few are 
found ready to declare what it is that they expect, or indeed 
that they wish. | 

“It is true, that we, the Reformers, have repeatedly expres- 
sed by petitions, and by other means, what are our wishes. 
But, this expression, though sufficiently plain, has been buried 
under a mass of co-temporary matter, and our views have been 
disfigured by the misrepresentations of the agents of our ma- 
lignant and powerful enemies. Besides, the statements in sup- 
port of our clains, the several writings in which our principles 
and designs have been sent forth, lie scattered here and there, 
and are nowhere embodied in one single piece of reasonable 
bulk. Many who are now young men, were boys four years 
ago when our struggle first began to assume a really serious as- 
pect. Such of us as have long been engaged in the struggle, 
ure apt to imagine, that, because we clearly understand the na- 
ture of the cause, the whole nation must clearly understand it ; 
which, though au error natural enough, is still an error. 

“ For these reasons, and many others that might be stated, it 
appears to me, that we now ought to send forth a Declaration 
of the description above given ; and, if any considerable number 
of you concur with me in opinion, the following is the means 
that I shall adopt for effecting that purpose. 

“ Circumstanees may arise to prevent what I now intend, 
but, at present, my intention is to. invite all who may choose ta 
join me, to dene at some convenient place in London, on, or 
some day before New-Year’s Day. 

*¢ It ismy opinion, that from this meeting, a Declaration 
might at this time, be sent forth with great advantage to the 
eause of Parliamentary Reform, which, indeed, is the cause of 
the kingdom. It is now clear to most men, and I believe to all 
men, that to change the Ministry without changing the nature 
of the Representation in the Commons’ House, would produce 
no possible good, And yet is it not indescribable disgrace to 
this great country that this present ministry should remain in 
power! Those, who, from their rank and talent, might be na- 
turally looked towards as the successors of the Ministers, know, 
and indeed acknowledge, that they could not remain in power 
without the support of the Reformers; and yet, to have that 
support they affect to fear to adopt the means; they affect to 
fear, that the adoption of those means would be dangerous to 
the whole fabric of the government. 

“* This, therefore, is the time for us to anpeal to the nation ; 
and to shew, as we easily can, that those fears, real or pretend- 
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ed, arc not only wiiolly croundless, but that to reform the Par- 
liament is the only means of preserving the fabric. 

«Such is the object which I have in view; and such the 
mode in which T propose to cffect it. IT by no means wish to 
put myself forward on this or anv other occasion: but, when 
we want a thing done, the example of the American Farmers 
has taught me that, ‘ come boys > and not ‘ zo boys!’ is thie 
word, 

“ Tfany gentleman, in country or town, has any improve- 
ment to suggest, as to the manner of accomplishing ‘the object, 
I shall be happy to attend to such suggestions. if the meeting 
take place, I shall hope to see at it many Gentiemen from the 
country. We mustall be anxious, that what we do, upon this 
great occasion, may be able in the manner as well as sound in 
the matter ; and, therefore, it is desirable to draw together 
mass of knowledge and talei it worthy of the goodness of our 
cause. 


“ Tf it were thoueht desirable to circulate the Declaration 
widely, a hundred thousand might be distributed for a sum 
which we could certainly raise for such a purpose. Perhaps, 
however, the best way will be to publish it without any sub- 
scription, and to sell it very cheap indeed to persons who may 
be disposed to hand it about amongst their neighbours, especi- 
ally in the country. ° 


“7 shall be glad to receive communications upon the subject, 
by post (Ne. 260, Steand) + bat the postage must be paid ; or, 
I shali be, as I already should be, exposed to enormous plun- 


der. 
“Ww. CoBBETT.’ 





SONG. 
Tuxnr—** Wister Peter Snout was invited out.’ 


Am h there was who hated his wife, 
Heich, ho! fiddle de dee ! 

So he “took (not his own) bet his ministers knife, 

To cui—not his throat? but the placue of his life, 
The church knot that tied him, do ye see! 





But as soon as the mangling work was began, 
Heigh, ho! fiddle de dee ! 

A trusty © Bull-dog” to his mistress ran, 

And srowl d,as much as to say, you re no mar 

 § Naas to serve vour cood Q——i, do yi 
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Phe —— took it up, and swore a great oath, 

Heich, ho! fids dle de dee! - 
And said, Mister * Bull dog,” you know I'm quileloth . 
Yo otfend—but together we cannot live both, 

il be d——d if we can said he! 


Tien the ** Rad-dow’’ bark’d, as if he would bite, 
Heich, ho! fiddie de dee! 

So the ——— look the hint—tho’ bursting with spite, 

And gave up the point—tho’ he swore he was rigat, 


But still Vil ** dewrade her,” said he. 


So he calld in his M-n-st-rs, burning with spleen, 
Heich, lio! hddle de dee ! 

And said, if they didmt get rid of the Q 

Their faces no longer by him should be ee: 
* Por Ulbturn you all out,” says he! 





So fhey dish'd up a “ green- bag” to prove her unchaste, 
Heigh, ho! fiddle dle dee! 
Bat the eve wire prepare d it, was in such a haste, 


That he « spoil dit by using * italian” paste, 
Which briteus won't swatlow, do ye see! 


So i now their cause cannot gain, 
leitch, ho! fiddle de dee! 
bis will suffer the ™ Penalties” of all the “ Pain,” 
That they’ve civen their virtuous mistress in vain, 
For the Budl- dog is roused & ye see! 


BOB BULE. 





OES RE BEN OTE Rate SO A ee ee pre ee , —_ 


DESPOTISM PERSONIFIE ED 


My properties are o,a baneful kind, 

Airing to fetter dosn the free-born mind; 

‘To make the man of toil an abject slave, 

The yielding dupe to many a high-born knave ; 
I dwell with. kings and mi inisters of state,. 

Am the compadion of the learn’d and great ; 
Who, to conceal mine influence malign, 

Sill cover me with liberty’s fair shrine ; 

Talk much of laws with sanctimonious face, 
Pure laws, the country’s ornament and race ! 
While they by wily artifices aim 

To bring 4 free-born race, to slavish shame. 


To holy bishops ali in sab: les clad, 
I'm notunknown, but much their projects aid: 
As demi-vods, in pompous staie they ride, 


Or o'er their flocks and lands im trina umph stri i? 
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These moral guardians, mortified to sense, 
Are just the creatures of ming influence : 
By precept and example they declare, 

Of love divine how slender is their share : 
To hold their livings, or still higher rise, 
Would they not fabricate a thousand lies? 


Bren bring a Queen tosuin and disgrace, 


Regardless of her rights, and noble race ? 
Heaven’s bliss forego their pious lord to please, 


_ Swear or forswear upon their bended kuees ? 


Yet, not to these alone am I confin’d, 
I dwell with others, of a lower kind. 


The petty nagistrate, with lifted brow, 

Looks big, and fain would make a glaring shew; 
Commands, and domineers, and binds in chains} 
The man of worth, who liberty maintains ; 

Yet talks of freedom, rights, and equal laws, 
While he oppression’s bow, with fury draws. 


. The vicar, like his lord essays to live, 


He loves his flock, but for the wool they give? 
Tell him of fees too large for \ittle toil, 

At once the saint — the sinner vile; 

He imprecates the sacrilegious wretch, 

Who dares his pious matives to impeach ; 
Sends him to hell amidst his deep pollution, 
And should he prag, denies him absolution. 


The lawyer neat asserts his honest claims, 
Talks much vf purity fy all his aims: 


Slie clienses 4 he desires 

While t 4 es —— enorwiuus fees teq uires; 
And should he, luck-like, suck away bis all, 
Thgn to the dogs, at once, be lets him fall, 
Or, to the prison sends his much fov’d friend, 
Bis days in woe and solitude to end. 


Next, the employer, whilefe still comp!ains 

Of cruel times, he straitly holds the reins, 

Abridges those beneath him of their due, 

Regardless hears their piteous tales of woe: 

Stull more and more he studies to oppress, 

And says from government we want redress, 

Thus, in the breasts of multitudes I live, 

Asid though they hate my naine, ny counsels they receive. 
Veritus. 


Leicester, Dec. 1820. 
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